A spectra is haunting our 
neighborhood- 



. 



though, we ta?- LZbur ^ustxce Sometimes 
. Ehem...un£ort U nately ?is t h ?f ,!h,? UmpSeS of 



anymore-. Says Dan Mole 
Working citizens spend their entire lives 
working themselves to the brink, to provide for 
themselves and their families. Why should the 
nuclear dream be ruined by drug addicted skids 
living on the corner and in our parks? The 
saddest thing is these people are so far-gone 
that they don't even care about how they ruin 
the aesthetics of our neighbourhoods! "our 
dreams can't be fulfilled because we have 
"Deddy Geese 



— ng here 
with good reason. 





''c^grecfaTioa^r^society seems so high that 
.apathetic slackers are everywhere, ruining the 

dreams of the working class. Residents suggest 
'that: "peoples level of civilization is measured! 
;by how they look after their less foctunat: ^^ a 

Right they are..-™ 



__ FSuch a proposition wouldn't 
take up tax dollars." because the newly re- 
cated workers can work for below minimum 
wage, with the government garnishing their 
es . The solution sound simple enough, but 
ere will be those who resist our generous 
offer. Few avenues are left for those, so why 
^don't we just feed them to the ones in the re- 
education program? The re-educated can be re- 
lintroduced into society at no cost to the 
[society itself. A local public forum was 
r ecently hel d on the issue__p£ the homelessness, 

a single "homeless person showed up? 
^'They f ee i persecuted and intimidated right 
i now." Said Maple Ridge Salvation Army Captain 

Kathie Chiu. And so they should. Society is 

finally showing initiative in taking 

responsibility' to help those that wont help 

themselves. 



' : 




■ 



but 




Maybe the means won't be pretty, 
they are undoubtly necesssary. Our children 
shouldn't have to grow up seeing such an 
eyesore; a shopping buggy spectacle day after 
day. 

-Richard 

C 
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Ahh...the battle between the homeful and the homeless. Those comfortably 
content within their IKEAn society, and the others who don't have these 
luxuries because they don't feel they need them. 1 mean, they've beaten a 
trench around this bush deep enough to build a scrap metal roof over and solve 
the problem, but that's beside the point, I guess. Because supposedly, they've 
tried everything, and they've exhausted every idea to the point where they're 
merely throwing in the towel now, and whoever wants to roll it up and use it as 
a pillow can go right ahead. I mean, they've tried loading up all the 
eyesores into a van and driving them out to the middle of the country in the 
middle of the night then kicking them out the door in a drug filled haze as the 
™? St i}t « UeS dOWn Lou 9 heed a ' 90 <=licKs - that always works with an unwanted 
Pet-but tor some reason they manage to sniff their way back to the alley they 
call home by morning. They've tried just allowing them to use their drugs 
treely, and providing them with a sanitary environment from which to do so in 
hopes of.... well, I'm not exactly sure, but that hasn't seemed to solve the 
problem either. 

But that's the thing, what is the problem exactly? I mean, what is the 

^Zr E Z ST"? L P ^ bl f' beCa " Se that " S the one that ne6ds Co ** addressed in 
Ztllr f !"h the "more important problem" of the eyesore factor inflicted 

upon our law-abiding citizens, am I right? Well, the way I see it, it stems 
from the idea that we live in a world that is completely owned. I mean, n7 
Name is a name brand and flavorless is a flavor. Every single thing has a 
shiny price tag hanging from it with a logo that's been stamped upon it bv -some 
drugged up teenager in a tiny run down warehouse in some town you've never 
S!"?°f' a " d th ey' ce ^ck of having to think about this money driven world all 
h»L 9 ' I n°t. want to "buy" a house, they do not want to "get a job" 

Tilt LT1? h "" 5 avai ; a " e co thenl " as »"ilt by someone else for someone 
*™™h i ln , t l thSY aidn,t " ant lt a "y*>*e, "here it was subs 

dumped on dozens of other tenants who have stained the premises beyond 

?« 2J?" ^ 8Ut b °"r line ' iC ' S noC theirs - and a "V JO available t 
s within an over-crowded, under worthy field. 



it was subsequently 



y job available to them 
person is constantly 



^rTmore fries" or e »? e ^ ain3 ? gaS ° Une ^ a «-inY"P their a"™ a tney 
drop more fries or "fill'er up" - that they know better than this. 

We will not demean ourselves simply because someone else was here first and we 

"nifi rT bS bl "" ab ° Ut the £acC Chat " he " th c B«th was giving out its 
unlimited resources" you guys claimed it all for yourselves oeforl we even had 

0? ^ C C„ing h be n t:;r? nd """ ^'^ "^^ S ° *°" "" *" «™ ^ »^>« 

Sr^°off S K 1Ve H he pro " em and hel P «»" people "get with the program"? 

mereL a ic^ra? rl and '" 9 °T MS *= " 0t a pcohiem - nor a sickness, but 
vtrlc-Lt ;°9 ical / ea c"°n to the world around us that's being devoured to 

are an acceleratfd'evo^t' ^"^ !° sudden ^' ada P«ne like chameleons. We 
are an accelerated evolution caused by this "information age" as we've "named" 
it, and we perpetually continue to accelerate. 
And this is good. 

This is a solution. 



Wc arc called to love (he loveless, the unlovely and the unlovable 

To lovo without jealousy, design or threat. 

We are called to relationship, engagement and hope 

So together wc can bring change. 

So together wc can move towards affordable housing 

In our community, province and world. 

What is Ihc hunger within us 

That longs to be anchored in home? 

What is this drive that keeps us striving 

With housing for all as its goal? 

It's a passion for justice and equality 

Thai has rooted and taken hold, 



li's a calling lo live with compassion 
That resonates deep in our soul. 
The stability which we long for 
Has qualities some of us know - 
Friendly, inviling. cheerful, calm 
Peaceful, personal and secure. 

The musing wc ho ne ttr nurtures life 
And satisfies mind, spirit and soul. 
In cinirast the bousing we witness 
Mare alten has Qualities thai damn. 

Bare indifferent surroundings. 

Bodies packed in light, 

A night on theconcrcie ihat chills one 

Complete with fumes and light. 

Devices to protect and nurture 

Given in an assembly line 

Enhance Ihe pain and separation. 

The protection is numbing of mind. 

Without house !o come to 

Life can be lived in a paper bag. 

Possessions arc hauled in a knap sack 

Sleep is fleeting and restlessness marks the days. 

So today as wc remember the fallen 

The ones who have passed from our sight 

We recommit to the notion 

That housing for all is a right. 

Bonnie Briggs, Kerre Briggs, Sara Boytes 
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okay, so here's a question: within this 
polyphagian society, there are countless 
people who still manage to suffer from 
malnutrition, believe it or not. now, 
when a person is experiencing severe ma- 
lnourishment , which is the result of in- 
adequate intake of calories from vitami- 
ns, minerals, and proteins, their skin 
becomes pale, thick, dry and bruises ea- 
sily. Not to mention the fact that ras- 
hes and changes in pigmentation are qui- 
te common. Also, an individuals hair b- 
ecoraes thin, tightly curled, and pulls 
out easily. joints ache, and bones are 
reduced to a soft tender state, visual 
disturbances include: night blindness, 
and increased sensitivity to light and 
glare, within the person's mouth itsel- 
f,the gums begin to bleed, 
not to mention the tongue 
may be swollen, or shrive- 
lled and cracked, other 
symptoms of malnutrition 
include: anemia, diarrhea, 
disorientation, loss of r- 
eflexes, lack of coordina- 
tion, muscle twitches, sc- 
aling, and cracking of the 
lips and mouth. now, this 
definitely sounds like a 
serious health issue, does 
it not? so anyways, my q- 
uestion. my question is: 
don't we live in Canada? 
isn't this the boastful 1- 
and where every citizen is 
entitled to free health care? why are 
we being forced to spend a substantial 
amount of our income, on "medication" to 
prevent the spread of "disease"? now, i 
am not going to be illogical, and state 
that all food should be free, but shoul- 
dn't there be a basic supplement that is 
free, but that also allows an individual 
to maintain the proper levels of vitami- 
ns, minerals, and proteins? does this 
not make sense? what doesnt make sense 
to me is seeing people starve and die on 
the streets, while someone else is gett- 
ing special care over a paper cut. 

. . . bu't that's just my point of view. 




Breakfast & Shower Program 

@ Collingwood Neighbourhood House 

5288 Joyce Street 

Saturdays 

7:00am to S :00am 

Shower Facilities & Clothing Program 

8:00am - IfcflOam - Hot Breakfast 

Starting January 22"", 2005 
For more information, please call 60 4-435-0323 



so, our economy is thriving like it nev- 
er has before, and our technological ad- 
vancements have reached a point where t- 
there is a "Rube Goldbergian" invention 
for every single action that the human 
mind can fathom. okay, so... can we stop 
now? i mean, wasn't that the point of a- 
11 these inventions in the first place? 
so that mankind could gain control over 
his (or her) environment and live comfo- 
rtably within it? i think we've accomp- 
lished that, i mean, when we're basica- 
lly putting clocks or radios in stuff s- 
imply to get our name behind a new prod- 
uct, i think we can safely say we've re- 
ached the peak of our personal comfort. 
no, wait - i can do better than that - 
when you can lay upon a nasa formulated 
;jstmat.treBS that contours -to 
your frame for optimum su- 
pport, while laying benea- 
th imported silk sheets a- 
nd by clapping your hands, 
the lights shut off - or 
even futher, by voice com- 
mand you shut the lights 
off, AND adjust the therm- 
ostat AND set your alarm, 
then i think it's bluntly 
obvious that we have reac- 
hed the peak of our own p- 
ersonal comfort, or bett- 
er yet,: when you're loun- 
ging on your leather, rec- 
lining couch, with electr- 
odes strapped to your mus- 
cles, working them electronically, and 
pills that maintain a proper nutritional 
and emotional norm, meanwhile, dinner's 
cooking itself in the kitchen, and you 
are watching a live broadcast from acro- 
ss the globe on a life-size, true colour 
flat screen tv with surround sound that 
submerges you in the event - then, beyo- 
nd any shadow of a doubt, we have reach- 
ed the pinnacle of human comfort and co- 
ntentment, so anyways, i'll return to 
my point: can we stop now? when is eno- 
ugh, enough? can't we just give everyo- 
ne everything they need to live comfort- 
ably, so that we may finally move on to 
more important things, whatever they mav 
be. because the wavsthings are right 

now, we're not going anywhere any 
time soon, and we're not 
about to get any 
more 
comfortable . 




r* The media does not have the light to tell you what to do!!!!!! itto °nly thei,-job i ^* ^ 
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entertain, provoke and inform. So then whcre ^ ^ ^ ^^ gone? ^ ^ ^ ^ 



O blinded so easily into submission, it is ^f 
^ care that Jlo and Ben split up, or that mary- kale ,v / 

^o f peop,e aresuffcnng[hcpa . nsof ^,.|j 

. Because the truth hurts. This fabulous .vebjjj \ 
g> out like the way a refined sugar leaves us cravino 
^beforeyouiseasieronthe «* .... g 

(Of* even have to move, you never have 10 
& you have the controller... buTare 
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^in g(oseehovv -«"*'*« be _.g 
ndashley are having trSe^f^'ly 2 
L ome of*emnghtmo UrowlUown $£ 

| en ^^ Cn ews usupandspits ^|J 

or more. After all, the world lha , , hey hoW O, 5 

jj are never asked to lake pan, you don't r 7s -2 

make the slightest effort to care, ^ m 

'' ea " y,nCO ""-ol?.- would seem ,,/t" 

Jpoor increases, s CJ 

"""^ourdeep,^ 






"°% Sh0UldW ^- ^oweareand 

\T> ■ — ' ^&M Hfifc*?! we can accomplish rather than what 



The reason for 



WHn^^ucii to do with fcaTTyefear n ia t if we really (^ 



OJ^ addressed ^^^E^'^^^^^SSTo^ beautiful lantasies. c fea, ha <"fc £5 
£ g if we looked atpoycrty in the eye, we will be left feeling more uncomfortable than we were before. § -^ 
^JY, Our attempt at a squeaky clean euphoria has only left us with blood on Our hands. '" P. 
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Skyscrapers, 



luwei . 

and buildings alike. 
Ever wonder what the most consummed good has become? 
at the most intollerable sights living has to offer? 
besides the lack of decency is tossed, as 




vi* 




In 





Ever stare 

Why would it matter.. - 

if garbage day is again been put on strike. Sick, to live inside 
a filth,' made from others... as if they put you there. Ouestiona 
-ble a misp-interpreted orientation of our true surroundings. B 
-leeding eyes never lie, only lay still. Catastrophe, left in th 
dark Is reality this illusionary? Have we protested those less 
lucky enough? Has the means of a identity been ripped from our 
fallen brothers and sisters? ,*.**,** 

While I sit comfrotably within my accumalated sell-idealisti 
-c world, I can hear a large sigh gasping from beneath my lungs. 
As if theres already too much tosay. . . And yet, Im broken. Broke 
-n to the already discerned content swayed, inside our false wot 
-la What is left for the vulcures, if not dried up fields... A 
forgotten realm of prosperity thats been, drained, and re-fueled 
bv a grander scheme. While dying countries, die.. And fammished 
seas drown. The sadest part, is while all this happens, were pos 
-itive with a notion that something can be done. While, we sit 
back inside our homes, with our television, watching cnn or some 
random broadcasting showabout the steps made to improve drastic 
living measwures. Shantys.. Cropped-up housings made from styro- 
pfoam, cardbaord, and miscleneaus findings. The true slumb of mi 
-grant camps, set abroad along less popular nations. 

Why even see this reckless abandonment , povershed nations, a 
-nd dying victims? While, countless of junkies heroine attics, 
cokehead annonymous, are stromming around a futile void of past 
regrets. While, malnourished, and desicrafcCdd lives are constant 
-ly broken by shattering eyes. Penelized, abandoned. . A valueable 
lesson, less deserved. Yet, continously we seek redemption from 
buried souls, we cannot yet to understand, the value of which the 
-ir silence has brought. For a man as broken as those on foot, a 
re ravelled inside his own unsightly surroundings. Simpathize yo 
-u can try, but the matter, is true... They ; ^wouldnt of been anywh 
-ere without our guidance. Their choice is simple, life and free 
-dom, scrapping for the left-overs of those more suitable for exi 
-stence, OR traverse the mighty sea and die from less tolerable 
environments. IS this not just the inanity of which insanity is 
deluted? For a weak life is left cold, the casualty is left to t 
-hose who chose to walk past without acknoledging was has become. 
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here's two words rarely ever heard together: homelessness abuse, 
you know what i'ra talking about, you and a bunch of buddies ?o 
stumblimg down the street, after a few drinking games at the loc- 
al pub, played around pitchers of the finest ale, loud and obnox 
ious and falling over each other as you tread onwards, in your 
flashy new gear, sneakers, and bling bling, when suddenly, out of 
the corner of your blurred vision, you see a heao of old clothes 
breathing, and garbage bags strewn around, now, the normal and 
logical reaction, for any citizen with morals would be to feel 
sorry for the man's situation, and continue onwards a little less 
merry, but no. you decide to run over, and with your shiny new 
AIR iordan's, kick the defenseless sleeping "bastard" right where 
you're certain his gut is in a vain attempt at impressing your 
friends, who quickly join in in a vain attemDt at impressing you. 
kicking away to the silent rhythm of a rap tune, playing in all 
their heads, yeah. it's like that, yo. it's like that. leel 
the genuine leather fly through the AIR as you deliver more inte- 
rnal' bleeding, hear the final gasp of AIR escape the victim s 
lungs, smell the AIR - the stench of death - when his lifeless 
corpse rolls of your bloody shoes damn, look at th ose shoes. . ■ 



We provide affordable housing lo those facing multi-barriers and who may often be living in substandard housing or in 
either an unsafe or unhealthy environment. We are a consumer-driven mental health organization which is open to 
anyone who has experienced the mental health system in a personal way. We are peers helping each other without the 
detached professionalism which tends to encourage "learned helplessness." We live cooperatively and respect each 
other's property, rights and space while at the same time maintaining a healthy balance in giving and taking. This kind ol 
sharing is fundamental to there not being class distinctions while at the same time avoiding exploitation. We share our 
talents, abilities and resources to develop practical life-skills and self-help rehabilitation that focuses on "Wellness 
through Social Interaction We volunteer at helping each other as peer counselors, coordinators and life skills assistants. 
We take on all tasks from shopping, laundry, and cleaning to group facilitation and office work. We, the members, 
employ the principles of participatory democracy in decision making in areas such as house rules, requests to be 
forwarded to Unity Council Meetings, and who moves into the house. We reward outstanding volunteers with small 
incentives and honorariums. We recognize the "wholeness of human life" and are concerned about all issues related to 
effective living. We recognize the fundamental dignity of all people. We are dedicated to awakening the whole 
community to the possibilities of increased mental health for all. We make every effort to avoid creating a cumbersome 
and needlessly expensive bureaucracy. We use funds and create budgets democratically. We recognize that treatment 
and medication decisions should be left between the members and their doctor/therapist. Unity Housing Society is 
funded by the Vancouver/Richmond Health Board and operates six communal houses located in the East side of 
Vancouver. You could help provide this new and exciting self-help housing opportunity to those who need it most. If 
you are a mental health consumer (or know of one), who is seeking safe, secure and affordable housing and wishes to 
improve his/her social skills and be part of a supportive community please call for further information or to arrange for 
an interview. For more details, and contact information, go to: [ IKjlTV www.unityhousing.ca^_^ 
Donations are greatly appreciated. WllN ' ' M — ^ ^ A^r>, \ T~---i C_^ 

| it's really hard to make a person FEEL for a homeless person, but let's try one final stab 
! at it. bear with me, and please read on without bias, and hopefully with a somewhat open 

mind, okay, everyone knows (or thinks they know) the feeling of being a child lost in a 
! shopping mall or grocery store, a scary thought, no doubt, wandering around helpless and 

unaware, all sorts of strangers staring at you. the overwhelming sensation of being alone 
I in the world, well it's not too much different for a homeless person, except for the fact 

that in most cases there's no one looking for them, no parents three aisles over - 
l searching frantically for their baby - and no security guards in flashy uniforms ready to 

lend a helping hand, just stop and think about it for a moment, feel it. here are just a 

few of the many people out there who ABE offering a helping hand, feel free to contact all 
I and any of the organizations listed if you have anything to contribute. (energy is equal to 
I money) HoHtLfiS fc£SG*aCH VISUAL LlS(2AftY (yW- Vw |. '<kf>T. UloC CoT) c SU*-\\-<uU<£ 
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